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The Annual Conference of the Geography Facultynmea by the
Meteorology-Hydrology Department, was held on 17Nk/ember 2018. This
year's main themes were Romanian geography in trdeBary Year and the
celebration of 150 years since the birth of Simiéehedini.

During the conference kick-off, attended by the rector of the
University of Bucharest, Professor LautanVlad, PhD, Simion Mehedirs
polyvalent personality and his interest in vari@egentific fields (geography,
history, ethnography, pedagogy, philosophy, eterevhighlighted. Having studied
at Titu Maiorescu's school, Simion Meheadset out on a journey of professional
growth that materialized in a vast cultural aclivdis an educator of the masses
and especially of the youth, through his thougbt#pking writings and numerous
conferences held before Romanian students at witiesrcountrywide; he was
also one of the most valuable school textbook astbbhis time.

1 Faculty of Geography, University of Bucharest.
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The scientific event also featured a series of @egions, held during
both plenary and thematic sessions, on his sdemifrk (Romanian geography
before and after 1918. Documents and events, SiMaredin — founder of the
higher geographic education at the University otBares}, which were received
by the attending geography community with high ries¢ and excitement. The
conference also highlighted the geography educatastition of the University
of Bucharest, which goes back over a century argbisced in an enduring
effort to better understand the Romanian and Eanoperritories.

The thematic conference sessions were centreddatberfiollowing topics:

Monitoring the weather and climate to reduce theirimpacts and effects.
Efforts are being made to understand whether thadity and frequency of potential
future extreme weather and climate events coulekpected to change as result of a
changing climate. These events will continue terdeine important environmental
changes and to pose additional challenges to ¢@mnefuture populations.

Water — Society — Environment.Water is a vital element for the living
world and an essential factor of socio-economicetigyment. It is also a risk
factor, as hydrological hazards are generating ftapb human, economic and
environmental losses. The growing pressure of timam society on water
resources may lead to quantitative and/or qualéatbnflicts that can affect the
overall water-society relationship, and to compmiitbetween users/actors, at
various spatial scales (local, regional or intaomel).

Applied geomorphology— analysis of geomorphic and soil systems as a
synergic interface of natural processes, againsthi#ckground of extreme
events and the need for environmental protecti@hsarstainable development;
the role of applied geomorphology in spatial plagnissues and GIS solutions;
geomorphic hazard and risk modeling; geomorphasiteservation and geopark
development; present-day morpho-dynamics andoettvith soil degradation.

GIS, remote sensing and geotechnologythe main fields of geomatics
development and research. The discussion platferopen for all specialists
that integrate these technologies in their resemrarder to find solutions for
an adequate analysis of geographic phenomena anthdomanagement of
environmental and social issues.

Environmental Challenges and the Human DimensionUnderstanding
environmental challenges and the human dimensioanséo integrate all
actors in an interdisciplinary academic field farding common solutions to
environmental problems. We invite researchers ftioenfields of Environment,
Biodiversity & Landscape Diversity and Social Scies.
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Recent Dynamics and Challenges of Territorial, Ecommic and Social
ProcessesThe rhythm of human life and activities, focused davelopment,
progress, modernization and globalization, witmsigant effects on land use
and urbanization, is leading to rapidly changingimmental conditions in
terms of territorial challenges and dynamics, ameatial progress. These
changing conditions engender new societal chalkeagd opportunities.

Teaching Geography, between tradition and modernityGeography is
one of the most important means of promoting irdiiai education, which
substantially contributes to environmental and aonable development
education. Research and teaching have always hgleity tlinked together.
Geography entails the study of a wide range of ifpesuman and spatial
aspects, both theoretically and experimentally.

Research challenges in a changing world — PhD Stuals Scientific
SessionThis session aims to grant PhD students the ayqity to present their
work, before an audience of doctoral students, @hbey can discuss their
current research ideas and methodologies.

The 142 presentations tackled climate change, tapdstransformation,
geomorphic, demographic and social processes, lhasvgeography education
trends. The presentations were held by specidiists national (Bucharest, da
Cluj Napoca, Arad, Brmv, Ploiati, Constama, Targowte) and international
university centres (Kosice, Freiburg, Marseille,n€tantine, Belgrade, Grenoble,
Budapest, Barcelona).

Additionally, a high number of PhD students of t&&mion Mehedini”
Doctoral School registered at this year’s editiwhich shows the interest of the
young generation in geography, in their academanitng and in how
geoscience is perceived by the geography community.




