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The natural conditions provided by the analysedaanave favoured the occurrence and
development of human settlements (199 villages)e ¥hcial, political and economic
environments were the ones to shape the structutesmaolution of all demographic phenomena.
There’s been a fluctuating evolution in the numbkmhabitants. Between 1977 and 2004, the
population growth rates in this plateau, were conitanegative. This situation changed between
2004-2008, when 31 of the 36 towns ialdifa’s Piedmont Plateau, recorded positive
population growth rates (the biggest increase reaghi0.31% in the town of Bucgy. The
effects of people’s migration towards bigger citreasre felt until 2004, when, due to the difficult
economic conditions in the country, the populatstarted turning towards agriculture again
(there were subsidies for seeds, for fuel, etc.usTlafter approximately 48 years of constant
decline, the population growth rates in the platgagorded a spike of 1.35%. The financial
support provided by the Romanian state for raisthddren, was another factor that triggered a
demographic growth. From 2008 onwards, there’s baetlecrease of population in the area
(only 2 of the 36 settlements in the plateau lséille positive growth rates).
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1. Introduction

Humans,e.g the population, are the factor changing the laage with
its characteristics and actions, and these chamgebecoming more and more
fast-paced and intense every day. The populatidheisdynamic element of a
settlement, but also its most important resourndéially, favourable natural
conditions were the ones to make the occurrencedamdlopment of human
settlements possible. And, under the influencentélliectual, cultural, social
and technical evolutions, these settlements craagd own structures, which,
firstly, allowed them to survive and, secondly, yided them with the
opportunity to grow, to improve their living stamdsa. In time, people learned
to use the environment for their own purposes, dapa to its changing
conditions and, thanks to the technical progredsesed, they learned to
substantially change the environment to serve ih&rests, sometimes on the
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environment’s own expense, thus generating a stightease of its impact in
conditioning the spread of population, the develephof human settlements,
the population’s dynamic and the economic actisitie

Over the years, the historical, political and, maostall, the socio-
economic conditions have gained a crucial role amditioning and thus,
modifying the population’s geo-demographic chanasties. The combined
action of these factors (natural, historical, semtonomic), has been, over the
years, the basis for all demographic and econoranges. The population
must not be regarded, just as a static elementabwt “complex ecosystem
whose evolution is conditioned by the inter-depewge existing between
natural, biological factors, social factors, ecoimnctultural and historical
factors”® In order to carry out a detailed analysis of tharacteristics shown
by the population movements recorded &aBita’s Piedmont Plateau, we have
resorted to historical and cartographic documefs,statistic records, to
specialised literature, oral sources — discussimid with the locals, research
on the field. The research methods used have bm@ug — we have resorted to
analyses, synthesis, to inductive and deductivénoakst, to historical methods,
to cartographic methods, GIS maps interpretatietts,

2. Humanisation Process in Blacita’'s Piedmont Plateau

Although Bilicita’s Piedmont Plateau is a unit with fairly homogesno
physical-geographical characteristics, falling witthe geo-morphological style
of the Getic Plateau, it still shows certain diffieces, allowing us to make a
distinction between the following sub-units: ThesBruiului Plateau, Blacita’s
Plateau, the Drincei Hills, the Balota Hills, Stamey Dumbravei Hills, Rasnicului
Hills, which have influenced the characteristichioman settlements.

The low altitudes of Blacita’'s Piedmont Plateau (the landscape has a
slope of 360.65 m — Dealul Mare Brebenel to 14Gauth-east) at its junction
with the Olteniei Plain), the inter-river peaks, ialh generally have an
orientation parallel to the direction of Jiu's effhts — from west-north-west
towards east — south-east — become larger and kercad we go further south,
until they become one, in looks and altitude, with Olteniei Plain, the mild
climate, with sub-Mediterranean influences, the -frdo-geographical
conditions, have generated favourable conditionsafo early occurrence of
humanisation and for the development of permanamham settlements
(currently, 199 villages) , as well as for the camication of population. The
fauna, the soil and the vegetation have playedrgoitant role in the human

3 Oglindoiu, M., (2010)Podisul Piemontan al Bldcirei. Geografia aezirilor rurale, Ed.

Aius Printed, Craiova, p. 57.
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ecosystems, providing food, clothes, agriculturabrks, constructions,
transportations and even serving as shelter iricdiff times. The territory
belonging to Blacita’'s Piedmont Plateau is split in 36 administrateitorial
units (towns). Currently, the piedmont space cosgwia thick network of
villages (199 villages), without taking into accotime settlements located at the
edge of the plain (Orega Mare, Rogova, Pedr, Plenia, Hinova, Opsor,
Podari), which are considered to be part of theapliue to their characteristics.
The hypsometric steps of the analysed territoryvehéed to a different
distribution of these settlements. The distributbbvillages by altitude steps of
100 m, made in 2011, resembles the one made in, 2008h highlights the
following situation: There are 95 villages withimet 100-200 m interval, which
follows the 200-300 m interval, with 90 settlemenk®re are 11 settlements in
the 0-100 m interval while, in the 300-400 m intdpthere are 3 settlements.
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Figure no. 1:Network of settlements indBicita’s Piedmont Plateau — 2016
(source: personal archive)



86 AMALIA MIHAELA OGLINDOIU, ANA-MARIA ROANGHE $-MUREANU

If we compare the number of inhabitants with theétuade steps, we
realise there’'s been a change of situatmn, there’s been a decrease in the
number of inhabitants, by 15942. In 2008, it watedeined that, the largest
part of the population (51522 inhabitants)y.56.8%, was concentrated in the
100-200 m interval; there were 34165 inhabitar3g,§%), in the 200-300 m
interval; then, the 0-100 m interval recorded 4,08&bitants (4.6%) while the
last level had 908 inhabitants (1%) (Oglindoiu &010). In 2011, there were
74721 inhabitants registered in the analysed afd® highest level of
population was identified, again, in the 100-20thterval, where we could find
41566 inhabitants (55.6%). This was followed by 20€-300 m interval, with
28602 inhabitants (38.2%) and then, by the 0-100ntarval, with 3669
inhabitants (4.9%) while the last level was occddg the 300-400 m interval,
with 884 inhabitants (1.18%).
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Figure no. 2:Population spread, depending on the demograptecasid the altitude steps
(source: DJSMH data processing)
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The level of population depends on the number tifesgents and their
demographic sizes. The high density of inhabitantthe 100-200 m interval is
due, both to a higher number of settlements andthese settlements’
demographic sizes while, in the 200-300 m intertfak population density is
due rather to the high number of settlements. Ith situations, the most
frequently encountered villages are the ones waipufations between 250-500
inhabitants and 500-750 inhabitants. When it cotethe 0-100 m interval,
besides the number of settlements, an importar¢ isl played by the
demographic size — here, there are two villagek mibre than 2000 inhabitants.
In the 300-400 m altitude interval, the low numbéinhabitants is caused by
the low number of human settlements. In the sedtfémplaced at the junction
between the piedmont area and the plains, the aptipullevels are higher,
going beyond 1000inhabitants — while the naturahtact lines create
population polarisation zones. Here, the villageslmed up one after another,
following the spring lines, the glaciers placedhat foot of the slopes.

3. Population’s numerical evolution

The number of inhabitants in a certain territayg the population living
in Balacita’'s Piedmont Plateau, is given by the evolutioriteb components
acting in a synergic mannef”.

Thus, the population’s numerical evolution is tesult of the population’s
natural movement and migration, these phenomeng benditioned by the society’s
economic development. We can also notice, duriageltontemporaneous times,
a control exerted by society over birth rates, alityt via the demographical
and social policies adopted by each state, in otdeachieve an optimal
function. “The national population is a system, hwidll its characteristic
elements: states and fluxes — inbound and outbfiomd — homeostasis, feed-
back effects, structures and inter-dependenciesis, Tthis is a cybernetic
system: under the conditions of a primitive dempgra regime, it would be a
self-regulated system while in these modern timdgen the society’s control
over mortality and birth-rates becomes stronger stnehger every day, being
exerted through social and demographic policieg, plopulation tends to
become a controlled or commanded cybernetic sydtémassumed that, in the
future, the population would become an optimalayst

“The population’s numerical evolution and its growate ... reveal their
unbreakable connection to the level of economieimment.®

4 Erdeli, G., Dumitrache,L.,(2001Geografia populdei, Ed. Corint, Bucurgi, p. 68.
5 Trebici, V, Ghinoiu, 1.,(1986)Demografiesi etnografie EdituraStiintifica si Enciclopedid,
Bucurssti,

5 Vert, c., (2001)Geografia populdei si asezirilor umane Timisoara, p. 117.
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The numerical evolution of the population igl&ita’s Piedmont Plateau
shows a sinusoid trajectory line, generated by dRisting social-economic
condition, as well as by historical, political amétural conditions. These
conditions have triggered changes, both in the murobinhabitants and in the
population’s structure, in terms of gender, ageigsy activity domains,
territorial distributions, thus conditioning therwgtture and evolution of
demographic phenomena. “The efforts made.... to malip exploit the
available economic and human resources, repredentmain fundamental
variables of economic development, thus represgitie fundamental variables
of solving the population problems.”

Between 1912 and 1956, the population increased 108518 inhabitants
to 155536 inhabitants. After this interval, ther@aswa constant decrease in
population, until 2004, when the number of inhalitareached 80627. Then,
between 2004 and 2008, the population went thr@ugiowth period, reaching
90663 inhabitants by 2008. After 2008, the popaftatevel started decreasing
again, reaching 74721 inhabitants in 2011 and 7Iim@Bébitants in 2016. In
2016, the population level in the area was 46.1%etdhan in 1956 — when this
mainly rural space recorded its highest numbeniohbitants.

The population’s numerical growth between 1912 d49%6 can be
explained by the natural and the social-economi@itmns provided by this
area, but also by certain historical conditionstwgen 1912 and 1930, there
was a stronger spike in the number of inhabitamisg on the plateau (38541
inhabitants), triggered by the achievement of matiaunity in 1918, an event
that led to a period of political stability, whichade the birth rates increase and
the mortality levels decrease. This period wasofdd by a slower growth,
between 1930 and 1956, when the absolute increaseirded to only 8477
inhabitants, as a consequence of the Second Waald e 1946-1947 famine.
Later, a pro-birth mentality was instated, follogithe country’s political recovery
and due to the fact that this rural area was inbdliy a young population.

" Idem p. 118.
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Figure no. 3.Graphic presenting the numerical evolution ofgibpulation living in Bilicita's
Piedmont Area (source: DJSMH data processing)

The highest number of inhabitants living in thél#ita’'s Piedmont
Plateau, was recorded in 1956g, 155,536 | inhabitants. The decrease of
population recorded between 1956 and 2000 has afededeep modifications
in the population’s structure, in terms of gendarsl age groups, activity
domains, territorial distributions. Between 1956 2002, there was a constant
decrease in the level of population, generated hyirdense migration
phenomenon, from the rural to the urban area, drigmy by the forced
industrialisation process carried out at that timibis rural-urban migration
reduced the number of inhabitants, influenced thectre of the population in
the agricultural sector, who gave up their agrimalk work and took up jobs in
the industry and in the constructions sector, éutban areas, thus making the
remaining population predominantly female. The miign phenomenon also
influenced the population structure by age grougading to a demographic
ageing in this rural environment. Along with théuation described above, a
new demographic model with smaller families, hasvit and steadily gained
ground. The population level also dropped betwe@d02and 2004, due to
international migration and a negative natural ibe¢acaused by demographic
ageing. The population spike recorded between 20042008, was caused both
by the troubles occurred in the economy, which gt people to migrate
from the city, back to their village of origin, wieethe existence of some
agricultural land was a real salvation and by thet that the state actively
supported the birth rate growth, by granting claldcsubsidies.

Between 2008 and 2016, the number of inhabitanis depping, due to
a negative natural and migration balance, genetatdtie ever-growing social
and economic problems encountered in the area @&dkcal investments,
poverty, poor incomes and healthcare, ageing ptiguojdack of entrepreneurial
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education, low living standards, poor municipal @nchents) despite the fact
that there are some natural resources (agricultanal) that could help restore
the local economy.

Between 1912 and 2008, the annual average grovi#h recorded in
Balacita’s Piedmont Plateau, was also characterised muaad trajectory line.
One can see that, between 1912 and 1930, thera \geswth rate of 1.97%,
generated by a period of relative political stapiln Romania. After this period,
the growth rate dropped (to 0.22%), between 1936 2856, when the
communist regime took power in Romania, kicking dffe country’s
industrialisation and merging the agricultural lanieh agricultural societies
belonging to the Romanian State.

This growth rate recorded negative values betweéds6 land 2004 (the
lowest value was recorded in 2002-20@4g. —2.5%). Following a massive
movement of the population to the industrialisedem) the rural area faced a
serious population ageing which influenced the jatmn’s natural movement.
The consequences of people’s migration to the aotyld be felt until 2004,
when, due to the fact that Romania went througliffecut transition period,
the population went back to agriculture to survives, implicitly, returning to
the villages (between 2004 and 2008, after 48 yefacontinuous decline, the
growth rate recorded a spike of 1.35% ).

This declining trend was mainly reversed by the fhat the Romanian
state offered financial support, both to mothews,réising their children and to
farmers, for cultivating their land (subsidies $aeds, fuel, etc.)
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Figure no. 4:Average annual growth rate of the population dfa&ita’s Piedmont Plateau
(source : DJSMH data processing)

Between 2008 and 2011, the growth rate recorddavitsst ever negative
value (-5.86%) and then, between 2011 and 2016 rété remained negative,
but it only reached the value of —0.79%.

The numeric evolution of the population living irilBcita’'s Piedmont
Plateau is mainly similar to the one recorded atonal level, the changes
occurred at political and socio-economic levelyipgean impact on this area as well.
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If we analyse the evolution of the number of inhafis in each
administrative unit, we discover a similar situatto the one revealed at plateau
level, except for the town of Breasta, where thepybation has been
continuously increasing since the 1990s. This is thuthe town’s particular
position, close to the Craiova urban centre, whinbmpted the population to
stay in the area, thanks to the economic investnemaide and to the fact that
people could find jobs in Craiova, thus generatndlooming commuting
movement —this better financial standing, the exis¢ of a population capable
to procreate, generating a positive natural balance

During the analysed period (1977-2011), two typédrends can be
noticed in the numerical evolution of the populatiby villages: ascending evolution
and declining evolution — which have been diffdeeatl based on the numerical
oscillations recorded. A numerical growth has beerorded in 12 villages,
making up 5.97% of the totad,g: Breasta, Valea Fantanilor, HurdsiiePlopi,
Bucowit, Ciocinele, Racovh, Schitu, Rgieni, Valea Lungului, Gabru. This
demographic growth can be found in villages ofd@mographic sizes, being
triggered by the villages’ positions which provaeess to the main communication
means, by their proximity to a city, by a largern®o community, which
influences birth rates in a positive way, or byarrlsural migration.

All the other villages in Blacita’s Piedmont Plateau — 187 villages
representing 94.02% of the population — have resmbral numerical decrease,
across the entire spectrum of demographic sizes.

This decrease was caused by population ageinghwhftuenced birth
rates and mortality rates, and by people’s mignatiom the rural to the urban
area or to other countries. We must underline det that, the smaller the
settlement, the more prone it is to a numericatebse.

Demographic decline can be encountered in rurdlesstnts placed far
away from major communication means, thus beingebmw isolated, due to
the poor state of the roads; the phenomenon canbalfound in settlements
with a high degree of demographic ageing, whicdda a fertility drop and an
increase of mortality, as well as in rural settlatsghat are in a poor economic
state, which prompts the young population to migtatthe city or abroad.

Since small and medium sized villages make up gelaortion of these
demographic decline settlements, in time, thedagek shall become unviable,
leading to an even slower economic development andeven poorer
municipality endowment, which shall implicitly leatb a decrease in the
villagers’ living standards. This drop in livingastdards shall automatically
generate the desire to migrate to bigger centasctm offer a better life.
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4. Population dynamics

The natural and the migration movements are subjectmultiple
conditions related to natural, economic, sociastdnical, psychological and
political factors. If, in 1985, birth rate valuesere high (Bralgtita 22.1%o,
Breasta 16.9 %o, #cuta 19.1 %o, Vela 19%., Vartop 18.2%0), in 2011, the
highest birth rates were recorded ificBta 19.11%o, Plgoi 17.84%., Radovan
13. 09%0, Dumbrava 16.35%0, while, in 27 of the \gis, the birth rate was
below 10%. (the lowest value: 1.81%. in Poroina Matg&)before 1989, the
overall birth rate trend was ascending (abortioesewforbidden, contraceptive
means were unavailable, the adopted family modslavme with many children,
there was a higher number of jobs), after 1989 otlexall birth rate trend has
been declining (due to the transition period to arkaet economy, abortions
have been legalised, the adopted family model asate with a single child,
there is a lack of prospects and certainty regardive future). The highest
mortality rates, of over 40%., were recorded intthen of Radovan (54.40%o. in
2004), Gogesu (50.30%o0 in 2004, 42.70%o in 2002, 40.40%0 in 199&hjle, at
the other end of the spectrum, with the lowest alibyt rates, we find Siesti
(10.21%o0 in 1989, 12.72%0 in 1985, 11.60%0 in 2004)alBstita (10.80%o in
1989, 11.10%0 in1985 and 2004), Breasta (11.80%985112.10%o in 1990).

In 2011, mortality rates ranged between 43.29%hetown of Goggu,
40.76%o in Poroina Mare and 11.26%o in the town cil8tita.

These contrasting values are the result of the lpgpn’s structure in the
area: those villages with high mortality rates haveigh percentage of elderly
people while, in the villages with low mortalitytes, the situation is the other
way around. The slight increase of the mortalityeix happened as a result of
demographic ageing. Between 1985 and 2004, theratabalance values
recorded on the plateau were constantly negatilis. declining trend got even
worse after 1989 (—3.83%o), reaching —15.97%. in 20DMis situation was
caused by a decrease in the birth rate, due t@adbpelation’s ageing, to the
modernisation of society (the use of birth contmeans, the legalisation of
abortion, etc.) and due to an increase of mortalitgs (caused by a broken
health system, low living standards).

In 2011, 33 of the villages located in this platemaintained their natural
balance negative (38.94%0 in Poroina Mare, —34.9h%s0gau), in the town
of Predsti the natural balance recorded was 0 while thensowf Plgoi, Silcuta
ended up with positive natural balancesg, 0.71%., and, respectively, 2.22%o.

Territorial mobility has also influenced the evadut of the population
living in Balacita’s Piedmont Plateau. Before 1989, after collesdition, many
inhabitants who had lost their jobs chose to mawehe cities, where an
industrialisation process was in full bloom, thusviding jobs and higher



THE CHARACTERISTICS OF POPULATION MOVEMENTS IN/BLACITA'S PIEDMONT PLATEAU 93

living standards thanks to the existing municigaiindowments, the health
system, the education system.

After the events that happened in 1989, part opthulation moved back
to the rural area, due to the economic crisis rgimgathe country at that time,
but this phenomenon did not stop the villages faepopulating because some
of their inhabitants chose to move aboard and feokKobs there, since local
agriculture seemed to be too difficult to practisénce it barely provided
enough income for survival.

The lowest migration balance values were recordetiono, in villages
like: Varvoru de Jos, Velaatuta. Here, the migration values were: —253.92%o,
—251.06%o, and, respectively, —210.96%o..

In 2011, the migration balance recorded negativieegin 26 of the
plateau’s towns (the lowest value being recorde®umbrava, —15.69%0). In
three villages, the migration balance value wasdpgt, Radovan, Goga),
while in 7 villages, it was positive (Bagesti Paia 7.51%o, Seaca d&lBre 3.65%o,
Plesoi 3.56%0, Vela 2.02%0, Carpen 1.61%o, Prgd®.92%o, Silcuta 0.88%o).
Emigration enhanced the demographic ageing phenmmeven more because
it “caused a decrease in young population (diréfetcg and led to a drop of
birth rate, by reducing the population in the fertige groups (indirect effec})”

At plateau level, the share of elderly populatiooréased from 21% in
1977, to 31.91% in 2011, while the young group’areidropped from 22.53%
in 1977 to 15.91% in 2011, and the adult populatibare dropped from 56.47
in 1977 to 52.18% in 2011.

“The total population balance is the result of treural balance rate
levels and the migration balance. At their turreseh rates are influenced by the
level of socio-economic development which, in tuaxplains the level of
demographic attractiveness and the increase atdtrease of the population”

The most critical year, in terms of total populatlmalance, was 1990, when
the values of this indicator for each village, reat much lower levels compared to
the other analysed periods (Varvoru de Jos — 2@&,49¢ela — 255.56%o,
Terpezia — 216.84%0 Seaca dedtre — 210.61%o, #cuta — 211.69%o, etc.).
This phenomenon was caused by the difficult econanid political situation
in the entire country, due to demographic ageimgh¢ declining birth rates and
most of all, due to people’s migration to other mmes, once the borders were
open, and to the urban area. After this year, tit@ balance level started to
recover and thus, in 2004, the lowest value of gotal balance, amounted
to — 43.62%o, which was recorded in Livezile — thédue being caused in this
case by the low birth rate. There were 29 townshenplateau, where the total

Pressat, R., (1974)\naliza demografig EdituraStiintifica, Bucurati, p. 231
® linca, N., (2009), Geografia umaii. Populgia si asezirile, Editura CDPRESS,
Bucursti, p. 145
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balance value recorded was negative, while, invBn$ these values were
positive: Breasta (8.20%o), Vethi (5.24%0), Tamna (4.83%.), Poroina Mare
(2.16%0), Bralgtita (0.27%o).

In 2011, the total balance was negative in 31 towoated on the plateau
(the lowest value was recorded in Poroina Mare A9%&), while in three
towns, the total population balance was positives(® 4.28%o, Slcuta 3.11%o,
Predsati 0.92%o).

5. Conclusions

Despite its physical-geographical conditions faadle to humanisation
and economic developmentilBcita’s Piedmont Plateau keeps being affected
by demographic decline which influences its ecomomevelopment in a
negative way. This demographic decline is a corsecgl of the low economic
development encountered in this area ( subsisiggeultural practices carried
out on split-up pieces of land, with obsolete taatbgies, without irrigation
systems, with insufficient fertilising works, thuseing under the direct
influence of the weather; very few industrial unitseant to process the
agricultural-cereal products (mills — Stigmi Terpeza, Ciutura, etc., bread
factories — Terpem, Breasta, Bucay) and only one milk-processing facility in
Breasta (next to Craiova); with a wide transportrastructure, which is,
however, for the most part, in a poor state; witlowa touristic activity — the
only accommodation facilities in the area being Ré&pa Reie Touristic
Complex, Slcuta, the Lex Agro-Touristic Resort in Breasta andliggalui
Nicu Sculeanu” , in Brezm Motru), which generated low incomes for the
population, thus leading to poverty. The poor mipaicsystems (the drinking
water supply system covers only 1.02% of the hooigieh there is no public
sewerage system and the private one only servé%c00® the households; only
1.20% of the households on the plateau are equipftda bathroom) and the
poorly develop social-cultural infrastructure, ughce the environment’s level
of comfort and the human capital's quality in thisal area thus, implicitly
influencing the quality of life. Following a detad analysis of the plateau’s
population, one can set up a real and inevitablé&ixnaharacterised by: a
decrease in the number of inhabitants, a declibirth rate, a declining share of
the active population, a migration balance showinggative values,
population’s ageing, which has extremely damagiffgces on the area’s
economy (especially on the agriculture). Therefargjor investments are
needed (durable development projects) to revitdliseeconomy and, implicitly,
the demographics of this space.
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